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Size I 
100 kW or Less 
House or Farm 

ONE SIZE DOESN’T FIT ALL 

Size II 
101 kW – 10  MW 
School or City 

Size III 
Over 10 MW 

Utility 

Our Wind Co-op, Montana Cascade Community Wind, Puget Sound Energy, Washington 
Washington 



       
         

           
     

       

       
     

 

 

BARRIER: PERMITTING 

•	 It can take more person‐
hours to obtain a permit 
to install than it does to 
manufacture, deliver, and 
install a small wind 
turbine. 
‐ American  Wind  Energy  Association,  
Small  Wind  Roadmap,  2002  

Goldendale, Washington
 



             
         

               
       

             

     

BARRIER: PERMITTING 

• With over 25,000 jurisdictions in the U.S., 
addressing each zoning ordinance individually 
would take more than 1 million person‐hours and 
cost more than $250 million 
‐ Distributed Wind Energy Association,  Distributed Wind Vision, 
2015  

Photo credit: Ian Woofenden 



 

 
       
 
   

   

PERMITTING SOLUTION 

• Transparent process 

• Consistent, fair, and objective decisions
 

• Reasonable timeline 

• Reasonable permit fees 

• Ensures public safety 









         
       
         
           

         
         

 

   

PERMITTING BEST PRACTICES 

•	 AWEA Model Small Wind Zoning Ordinance 

•	 DWEA Model Distributed Wind Ordinance 

•	 DOE Wind Energy Ordinances fact sheet 
•	 NACo: Implementing Wind Ordinances in America’s 

Counties 

•	 Permitting Small Wind Turbines: A Handbook 

•	 Model wind ordinances from these states: 
•	 Georgia New York 
•	 Minnesota California 

•	 Oregon Wisconsin 

•	 Virginia Maine 

•	 Maryland Iowa 

•	 North Carolina South Dakota 



 
     
   

 
     
   

 
     

   

Size I 
100 kW or Less 
House or Farm 

Size II 
101 kW – 10  MW 
School or City 

Size III 
Over 10 MW 

Utility 

MODEL ZONING ORDINANCE 



 

 

         

SETBACK REQUIREMENTS 

• Minimum setback = 1 x MTH
 

Max Tip Height 
(MTH) = 200 ft 

Tower 
Height 



 

                   
   

HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS 

• No height limit except as imposed by FAA or local 
airport protection zones 



     
       
       

     
   
       
     

SOUND 

•	 Must satisfy sound 
limits of the zoning 
district where it is 
located. 

•	 May exceed sound 
level during short‐
term events such as 
utility outages and 
storms. 



           
       

           
           

                 
     

 VISUAL IMPACT 

•	 Non‐reflective finish, neutral or default color, 
unless as required by FAA 

•	 No lighting except as required by FAA 

•	 No advertising, except name of turbine 
manufacturer/owner/operator 

•	 If scenic vista is a concern, use federal aesthetics 
criteria or USDOT guidelines 

Source: Portland Business Journal 



         
       

         
       
   
           
 
     

   PROVISIONS NOT INCLUDED 

Best practices that are not 
required provisions in model 
ordinance: 
•	 Wind turbine must be 30 

feet above any obstructions 
within 500 feet. 

•	 Tower must be at least 60 
feet tall. 

•	 Turbine must be certified. 





HT TP: //NW W INDCENTER. O RG/CON TENT/PERM IT TING
ZONING-RESOURCES 

Send feedback to: 
mia@nwseed.org 
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